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Duxbury’s Debt

To
Timothy Alden

By William Lord McKinney

(The Rev. McKinney is curator

of the Duxbury Rural and His-
torical Sociery, -- Ed.)

Occasfonally a visitor to the
Historical Sociery asks the reason
for the enduring fame of John
Alden, as did a noted professor
at Boston College recently, Often
the questions concern the histori-
city of the legend of the courtship
of John and Priscilla immortal-
ized by Longfellow, while some
even mention minor anachren-
isms in the glorious poem, With-
out doubt the story is one of the
brightest elements in Duxbury's
history.

SOURCE KNOWN

Now there is little doubt as to
the source of the Longfellownar-
rative. It was taken from the wri-
tngs of Timothy Alden, published
by him when Longfellow was a
little boy and probably written by
Alden in Duxbury or Bridgewater
long before the birth of Long-
fellow, Strange torelate, the wri-
tings and personality of Timothy
Alden are litde known in Dux-
bury, but it was he who pre-
served this gem of Pllgrim
charm, Following is the story as
printed .on page 265 in volume 3
of his 1814 edition:

“‘In a very short time after the
decease of mrs, Standish, the
captain was led to think, that, If
he could obtaln miss Priscilla
Mullins, a daughter of mr Wil-
liam Mullins, the breach in his
family would be happily repaired.
He, therefore, according to the
custom of those times, sent to
ask mr. Mulllns' permission to
visit his daughter. John Alden,
the messenger, went and falth-
fully. communicated the - wishes
of the captain, The oldgentleman
did not object, as he might have
done, on account of the recency

* pectful

of captain Standish's
ment. He said it was perfectly
agreeable to him, but the young
lady must also be consulted. The
damsel was then called into the
room, and ] Alden, who is
said to have been a man of most
excellent form with a fair and
ruddy complexion, arose, and, in
a very courteous and prepossess-
ing manner, deliveredhis errand,
miss Mullins listened with res-
attention, and at last,
after a considerable pause, fixing
her eyes upon him, with an open
and pleasant countenance, said,
'prithee, John, why do you not
speak for yourself?'* He blushed
and bowed and took his leave,
but with a look, which Indicated
more than his diffldence would
permit him otherwise toexpress,
However, he soon renewed his
visit, and it was not long before
their nuptials were celebrated In
ample form,...What report he
made to his constituent, aflter the
first interview, tradition does not
unfold; but it is said, how true
the writer knows not, thatthe
captain never forgave him to the
day of his death.'”

For a few years, the subjectof
this article lived in Plymouth and
then settled in Duxbury on a
farm, which, it is a little re-
markable, has remained in the
possession of his descendants
ever since and (s one of the best
in the town, He built his house on
a rise of land near Eagle Tree
Pond, where the ruins of his well
are still to be seen.

Dr. Ernest Ashton Smith,
Alden's bfographer, says that
Timothy was ‘'‘burdened with a
passion for making waste places
productive,' This was [llustrated
by the interest Alden took In
preaching to the Indians in
western New York and Pennsyl-
vanfa where he visited the Sene-
cas and Munsees, and converted
the chieftain, *'Cornplanter,’ to
Christdanity. When he asked the
chieftain to explain just why he
preferred Christlanity to his na-
tive Indian faith, Cornplanter re=-
plied, - “*Your religion is in 2
book.' In Alden's report to the
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days wereinterestedino ger
Alden was there in 1795 as the
agent for the Holland Land Com-
pany and active as a community
leader. | happen to possess, inan
old scrapbook compiled by the
historian Williams Latham and
given into my keeping, a valued
map of the Old Colony Oil Com-
pany of f nsyl
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. Without ques-
tion the company was the result
of men in this areabeingeagerto
find in crude oil a substirute for
whale oil, When Timothy Alden
moved his family from New York
to Meadville, Pa,, the trip was a
rugged adventure, which required
some ten weeks, but the pioneers
were stalwart sons of the Pil-
grims,

Some 30 years ago ichancedto
think  that Duxbury might have
some interesting data on Timothy
Alden, but none was to be had,

Years ago linterviewed a noted
descentant at Yale University,
the chairman of the departmentof
phllosophy, who was of the opinion
that Timothy was the ''great
scholar’® of the Alden traditicn;
note this from cne of the lumi-
naries of Yale, We spoke of
Timothy Alden having falled of
election to the faculty atHarvard
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College Alden had published his
famed "Epi ;" after having
served offic with the New
York and Massachusetts Histor{-
cal Societles and assisting Isaiah
Thomas, later its president, in
the organization of the American
Antiquarian Society,

THE TRADITION

Now Thmothy Alden, who en-
riched the literary aunosphere of
Duxbury by his preservation of
its most beautiful tradidon, was
in the fifth generadon of Pilgrim
stock from John and Friscilla,
His father, the Rev, Timothy
Alden of Yarmouth, served that
parish for 50 years; in-his later
years he was seen occasiorai’ill)' in

Boston, attired in small clothes,
with knee and shoce buckles, a 3-
cornered hat and antique wig, He
was reverenty referred toas the
*'last colonial,"’
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(Continued on Page 18)
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My own interest in Timothy
Alden is due to the fact that !
took my college degree from Al-
legheny College, which  was
founded by him in 1815 and where
its graduates felthonoredin being
cdlled *'sons of Timothy,'’ Over
20 years age | discovered this
portrait of Timothy In the parish
hall of the South Parishlin Ports-
mouth, N,H., Formnately 1 se-
cured the portrait as a gift from
the church to Allegheny College.

Alden at the age of eight was
sent by his father to live withhis
uncle, Lt Joshuz Alden of
Bridgewater, and to atend the
Greek and Latin School of the
Rev. John Shaw, then nowable for
having at one commencement In
Cambridge furnished about ecne
quarter of the men in the Harvard
graduating class.

Timothy's uncle Joshua was a
supervisor of the churchyardand
velerk of the morwary'” in the
old parish there which | served
for 30 years and | formed the
opinion that Timothy's eight
years of residence there had been
partly responsible for his “*Col-

lection of American Epitaphs and
Inscriptions  with occasional
notes.'' Dr. ErnestAshton Smith,
Alden’s biographer, says it was
probably inspired by his fond-
ness for Gray's egy written
in a Country Churchyard.™

The mortal remains of Philip
De la Noye, founder of the Delar
damily in America and an origi-
nal p'roprietor of Bridgewater,
were finally lald to rest in this
early churchyard, according to
the opinion of William Wing, New
Bedford's historian, although an
earlier burial had been on a pri-
vate estate, Some of the early
epitaphs have been rather well
publicized in modern novels.
THE PLAN

Joshua Alden, it seems, had
planned to have Timothy settle on
the ancestoral estate with its
flowlng stream, freshmeadows
and ferdle acres, but Timothy
was wont to follow the plow with
a Latin text in one hand and to
pause overmuch at the end of the
furrow, The call of the college in
Cambridge was inhis blood, going
back to the first quarter century
of Harverd, so he followed also
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Why do so many of New England's most
mddern homes have Oil Heat? Becausa Oil
Heat insures comfort 24 hours a day —clean,
clean comfort that offers the important plus of
substantial savings. No heat is more dependable
than Qil Heat, or is more economical, or safer!
When you choose a heating fuel for your own
home take a tip from some of the most
forward-looking homes being built today —
choose Oil, and be safely sure

you know you save...

vou know they're safe
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i RALEIGH BIKES 3 speed
| coaster brake
LAIN COASTER BRAKE no speeds

ATTENTION
Complete Body Repair
& Refinishing Facilities

*
have your damaged car repaired here

* . -
estimates made for insurance companies
* - . .
overnight service on most jobs

*bring your repair problems to us
‘ COME T0O
BAY MOTOR COMPANY

| HALL'S CORNER, SO. DUXBURY TEL. 934-5011
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his uncle’s entreaty.

The Alden house in Bridge-
water repeated the charm of {ts
Duxbury counterpart. Recently 2
Boston publisher printed a pict-
ure of the Duxbury house and
called it the High St House in
Bridgewater, Architectural stu-
dents conclude it was built about

700, but it probably embodies
some of the earlier habitation
built by Jjohn and his son joseph
in the early1540's before the area
known as ‘'‘Duxborough Flania-
tion'* was purchased from the
chief@ain Qusa-Mequl (Yellow
Feather) by Myles Stat wdish, Sam-
uel Nash and Constant Southworth
in 1843, It is generally assumed
that no settlersentered the terri-
tory before th purchase
there is evidence ofearlier
vals,




